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The difference in the signature is explained in 
 Satô Kanzan sensei's 'Ise no Tôkô'. 
 
MURA-character 
(1) & (2) are found in signatures dated 1501  
(3) & (4) are found on blades dated 1504-1521 
(3) & (5) are found on blades dated 1573-1592 
 
Character (3) is found in all periods and you should 
 be careful, almost all of the fakes have this character. 
 
The tanto of Mr. Tsuruta seems to me the 5th version  
(I've made a layered picture, see below)
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(1) 1501-1504 (2‐5) 1504-1528 
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(5-6) 1532-1555 (7) 1573-1592          (8) unclear but estimated around 1570-1573
 

NIdai Muramasa photos 
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